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BY LISA BROWN
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Less than three years after Sia’s Italian 
Ice’s food truck began rolling around the 
region, the frozen fruit treat maker ex-
panded by opening a retail store this year. 
With new distribution deals in place, Sia’s 
now is eyeing growth at more restaurants, 
schools and grocery stores throughout the 
Midwest.

Barth Holohan, 43, says 
Sia’s began as a way to pro-
mote Continuum, a busi-
ness he founded to provide 
nursing, transportation and 
other home care services to 
seniors.

His initial idea was to 
take a pushcart loaded 
with Italian ice treats to 
golf tournaments and other 
events to promote Contin-
uum. Instead of a pushcart, 
he decided instead to start a food truck 
in May 2013 and make Sia’s a standalone 
business.

The treats quickly gained a following. 
The fat-free, non-dairy products — made 
with fruit, purified water and sugar — 
have about 55 calories for a 4-ounce serv-
ing and are attractive to those seeking 
lower-calorie, gluten-free options, Holo-
han said.

Holohan’s entrepreneurial drive is in 
his genes. His great-grandfather founded 
Falbo Cheese in Chicago in 1904.

Sia’s Italian Ice growing sales
� is month, Sia’s signed 
with three distributors 
to expand company’s 
reach in the Midwest  

Emily Strohschein, 4, of Des Peres, enjoys some lemon-fl avor Sia’s Italian Ice.  

Barth 
Holohan
is the owner 
and founder 
of Sia’s 
Italian Ice 
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Containers of Sia’s Italian Ice cool in the freezer at the company’s store in Des Peres 
on Wednesday. Sia’s started out as food truck but is rapidly expanding.

BY TIM BARKER
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

It’s safe to say this summer is not being 
kind to Missouri farmers.

A seemingly endless string of storms, 
showers and cloudy days has conspired 
to keep large tracts of farmland virtually 
unworkable.

And much of it may simply go unused 
this year.

Greg Sharpe, who farms northwest of 
Hannibal, has been in the business for 
some 35 years. This year, he said, is among 
the worst he’s seen.

He went into the season planning to lay 
down 500 acres of corn and 300 acres of 
soybeans. So far he’s managed to plant just 
200 acres of corn.

“I don’t have any beans planted at the 
moment,” Sharpe said. “There are areas 

BY SAMANTHA LISS
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

A neurosurgeon employed by SSM Health 
has been accused of operating on the 
wrong part of a patient’s brain, causing 
permanent injuries.

The lawsuit, filed May 26 in St. Louis 
County Circuit Court, accuses Dr. Greg-
ory Bailey of removing healthy brain tis-
sue instead of a tumor during a surgical 
procedure at St. Mary’s Health Center in 
Richmond Heights.

Bailey, according to the lawsuit, 
was to have performed a “left temporal 

The sporting goods business, Art Chou 
says, is starting to resemble the pharma-
ceutical business.

Rather than spending money to create 
new products, big companies increasingly 
let small startups do the innovating. Buy-
ing the startup is cheaper than investing in 
research and development.

For that model to work, though, entre-
preneurs need to get their ideas in front of 
deep-pocketed companies. Corporate ex-
ecutives need to be confi dent that they’re 
seeing all of the best deals.

Chou, a former Rawlings Sporting 
Goods executive, hopes to make those 

connections through a new sports-busi-
ness enterprise called Stadia Accelerator.

Like other accelerator programs, it will 
combine a venture-capital-like invest-
ment with a period of intensive mentoring 
and business development. Stadia will be 
based in the T-Rex building downtown, 
where it will join a stable of accelerators 
managed by Cultvation Capital.

Chou thinks Stadia will find plenty of 
entrepreneurs who have invented a better 
golf club or fi shing lure or a way of analyz-
ing fi tness data.

“You have investors who understand 
and invest in sports,” he said. “You have 
companies that need innovation and you 
have entrepreneurs, but right now there’s 
nothing to put those three together.”

His co-founder at Stadia is Tim 
Hayden, director of St. Louis University’s 

Lawsuit accuses 
SSM surgeon of 
botched surgery

BY JACOB BARKER
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Noranda Aluminum has hired Morgan 
Stanley and Co. and is exploring “strategic 
alternatives” in the face of low aluminum 
prices and a plummeting stock price.

The announcement could signal trouble 
for a company that buys so much electric-
ity from Ameren Missouri that it a� ects 
the price paid by other St. Louis utility 
customers. 

The news sent Noranda tumbling. The 
shares fell 26 cents, or 21 percent, to close 
Thursday at 97 cents.
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ACCELERATOR SEEKS 
SPORTS STARTUPS
Founders 
seek to raise 
$10 million 
and invest 
in � ve � rms 
this fall

DAVID NICKLAUS
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Tim Hayden (left) and Art 
Chou, co-founders of Stadia 
Ventures.

See NICKLAUS  •  Page B4

Noranda cuts 
dividend, ponders 
reverse split

See NORANDA  •  Page B4

Weather 
woes worry 
Missouri 
farmers
Storms delay planting, 
maybe for the season 

Storm clouds can be seen behind the 
farm near Trinity Church on Church Road 
at  Highway 94 in St. Charles county on 
Monday .

J.B. FORBES  •  jforbes@post-dispatch.com

See FARMERS  •  Page B5
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CD Specials - U.S. Bank Certificate of Deposit
Our CD specials are all FDIC1 insured with a guaranteed rate of return. For more information, or to apply for a Certificate
of Deposit, stop in any U.S. Bank office for more information.More than 100 convenient St. Louis area locations!

1. FDIC insured to the maximum allowed by law. 2. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for the term of the certificate. CD special rates are applicable for maximum deposit of $249,999.99 with a $1,000
minimum opening deposit. Penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings. Offer and same term apply for business CDs and Individual Retirement Accounts at U.S. Bank branches only. Not valid for brokerage deposits,
institutional investors, Public Funds, or in conjunction with other promotional offers. APY accurate as of 04/23/14, is offered at the bank’s discretion, and is subject to change without prior notice. Member FDIC. ©2015 U.S. Bank 150004
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